Splanchnic haemodynamic effects of ketanserin in anaesthetized cirrhotic rats.
The effects of ketanserin, atenolol and their association on portal vein pressure (PVP), portal and caval bile acid concentrations (PBA and CBA), and extraction ratio of bile acids (ER) after oral loading with chenodeoxycholic acid were investigated in anaesthetized cirrhotic rats. PVP was significantly reduced by ketanserin and by the association ketanserin plus atenolol; PBA was significantly decreased in all the treated groups, whereas the reduction of CBA was significant only in the rats treated with ketanserin and atenolol alone. ER was increased by atenolol and ketanserin, but it was not modified by their association. Moreover, a significant correlation was observed between PBA and CBA and between PVP and ER. These results suggest that, in anaesthetized cirrhotic rats, ketanserin reduces PVP probably through more complex mechanisms than the simple indirect reduction of portal flow, and that the association of ketanserin plus atenolol has no additive effect in reducing PVP.